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June 20, 1991
UM'S COMPUTERIZED BOOKS FOR THE BLIND 
TO MERGE WITH NATIONAL NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
MISSOULA —
Computerized Books for the Blind, a project of The University of 
Montana's Rural Institute on Disabilities, will merge with a national 
nonprofit organization next month, a move that is expected to 
dramatically increase CBFB's output and impact.
On July 1, the three-year-old operation will become the research 
and development department of Recording for the Blind, a New Jersey- 
based producer of educational audiotapes for print-disabled 
individuals. CBFB, which puts textbooks, manuals and reference 
materials on computer diskettes, will remain on UM's campus for now 
but is expected to relocate elsewhere in Missoula when it outgrows 
its current offices.
By adopting a parent company, CBFB will increase its consumer 
base from about 1,000 members to some 26,000, said founder George 
Kerscher, who will become RFB's head of research and development.
And, he said, the merger will free his four-person operation to 
concentrate on increasing the number of educational materials 
available to print-disabled people.
"The staff here has had to conduct all phases of the operation—  
permissions, marketing, distribution, grant writing, fund-raising, 
research, development, production and so on," Kerscher said.
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"Recording for the Blind already has many of those functions in 
place, and therefore we will not need to duplicate those services and 
it will allow us to focus on what we do best, which is research, 
development and adding new electronic titles to the library."
The consolidation will also benefit RFB, moving that 
organization into electronic text production, expanding its range of 
consumer materials and giving it "a ready-made, first-rate R and D 
operation," RFB President Ritchie Geisel said.
UM officials are "absolutely delighted" with the growing 
operation's move out from under the University's wing, said Ray 
Murray, associate provost for research and economic development.
"For approximately three years the University, through the Rural 
Institute on Disabilities, has been incubating Computerized Books for 
the Blind," Murray said, and now the operation will benefit the 
community and state as a Missoula-based division of "a big, 
successful, world-class operation. This is the ultimate success 
story in economic development."
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